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I spoke with Peter Truax regarding
his experiences with the Acholi
people of Gulu,Uganda. 
It is a remarkable story of 
relationships, service and personal
transformation. A recap of the
conversation is below.

The people of Uganda have
suffered tremendously, especially
since their independence from
Britain in 1962. Political strife,
economic hardship and civil
war have ravaged the country.
Numerous human rights 
atrocities have been cited
including mass murder and
child slavery. After 23 years of
war, millions of civilians have
been displaced, especially in
northern Uganda. The Archdiocese
of Gulu, in northern Uganda,
has been an area of intense
rebel activity suffering raids,
murder and abductions. Of 
the approximate population of
2 million, 1.5 million live in
refugee camps.* This situation
deeply touched Peter Truax, a
parishioner at Immaculate
Heart of Mary in Minnetonka.

Pete was introduced to
Monsignor Matthew Odong,
rector of Sacred Heart Seminary
in Gulu, Uganda, when Msgr.
Odong was in the Twin Cities
with the Center for Mission’s
Missionary Cooperation Plan in
1996. Pete heard him speak…
and was hooked.  

For 15 years, Pete has helped
the Archdiocese generate
funds for the Sacred Heart
Seminary and a secondary
school named after Archbishop
Flynn, in addition to providing
resources for numerous water

wells, much needed medical
supplies and much more. 
Pete was also able to make
contacts in Washington D.C.
and set up meetings for
Msgr. Odong to tell the 
story of Uganda prompting
legislation to support resolution
of the conflict in northern
Uganda. Hundreds are now
receiving an education, getting
medical care and benefiting from
the relationship between Gulu

and individuals of this
Archdiocese. 

Why has Pete devoted his
time and energy to Gulu since
retirement? He has been
rewarded by the kindness and
hospitality of the Gulu people
during his visits–he has traveled
there five times. Even amidst
the suffering, fear and 

struggles, the Ugandans were
delightful hosts and showed a
great capacity for joy.  Pete
recalled his visit in 2008 to a
water well built with the help
of this Archdiocese,“the entire
village came to show their
gratitude and we were presented
with goats, eggs, chickens…
they sacrificed a great deal.
Their generosity, grace and
spirit were infectious. I was
very touched.” It is hard for
Pete to hear people complain
about what they do not have
in the U.S., as though that is
the way to happiness. The
people of Gulu “are thankful
for what they do have,” which
is very little. By building bridges
between the Archdiocese of
Saint Paul and Minneapolis and
the Archdiocese of Gulu, Pete
and others have experienced
the grace of Christ in its many
forms. This grace has affected
hundreds of lives in both our
Archdioceses on two different 
continents. 

The relationship between
Pete and Msgr. Odong is very
close. Msgr. Odong stays 
with Pete when he visits the
Twin Cities and they are in
touch often. Although Pete is
not sure when he will return to
Gulu, Uganda, he “intends to
continue his activities and
efforts for the people of Gulu.”
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Please visit our website:
www.centerformission.org
as interesting content is 
continually added.

Save postage, you can now 
donate online by credit card.

When I look out of my office 
window I have a direct
view of the High Bridge in
St. Paul that crosses over
the Mississippi River. 
I often think of that bridge
when I consider what it
means to participate in
God’s mission today.
Bridges mediate connections and
make it possible to cross natural
and unnatural obstacles, borders
and gulfs. In a similar way, a 
missionary is one who agrees to
be a living bridge of God’s grace.

I remember speaking with a
missionary priest from India who
told me how being a foreign 
missionary means accepting a 
certain degree of homelessness.
On the one hand, you go to a
strange and foreign land to serve
and, no matter how long you
stay, it never becomes totally
home. On the other hand, the

longer you are away from your
homeland, the more it begins to
feel foreign and strange. Eventually,
he said, you don’t really belong
anywhere exclusively, but are 
connected everywhere. The cost of

being a missionary means
being able to make one’s
home in God and giving
one’s life as a living
bridge between different
worlds to mediate God’s
Grace.

It is this identity of
being a living bridge that is at the
core of what the Center for Mission
is all about. We exist to bridge 
the Archdiocese to the universal
mission of Jesus. We bridge people,
parishes, prayer and programs.
We gather support to equip
young Catholic communities with
the resources they need to build
bridges of faith to plant and 
nourish their Church. We create 
bridges of missionary cooperation
that facilitate sister relationships
between parishes, schools, 
institutions and the Archdiocese 

as a whole.
We build
bridges of
opportunity
for the
young and

old to experience the Church in
mission overseas and at home and
to share their gifts. We encourage
those who feel called to a life of
mission service. In crossing these
bridges, we experience and share
God’s grace in the gifts we offer
and those we receive.

In this newsletter, I am happy
to share examples of ways that we
in the Archdiocese are building
bridges of grace for God’s mission.
I hope you are inspired to cross
over and join us.
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*www.sacredheartseminary.com, also for more info.  




