
In spi re d
Stories of sharing and discovery from people in global communion

Our Catholic Faith calls us to
justice, justice calls us to action
– and act we did! In June, The
Center for Mission initiated an
educational immersion trip,
facilitated by Catholic Relief
S e rvices, for parish leadership.
Eight pilgrims from the
A rchdiocese of Saint Paul and
Minneapolis traveled to the
h e a rt of coffee country to meet
with Nicaraguan Fair Tr a d e
c o ffee farmers and further 
our understanding of issues
that impact farmers and their
communities.   

As members of Fair Tr a d e
Cooperatives, Nicaraguan
f a rmers employ the art of 
e n v i ronmental stewardship by
f a rming organically without
pesticides. Thanks to CRS 
training, farmers and art i s a n s
a re developing high-quality

p roducts as well as learning 
i m p o rtant organization, lead-
ership and business skills.  

We spoke with farmers and
a rtisans who are working
together in cooperatives in an 
e ff o rt to receive a fair price for
their coffee, artwork and
h a n d i crafts. Time and time again
we heard the refrain, “Fair Trade
cooperatives are allowing us to
move out of povert y. We ’ re
able to feed our families and
thank God for this blessing.”
We were touched by the 
sense of personal pride, self-
e m p o w e rment and success

gained through Fair Trade. 
S r. Irene Dohmen, SSND,

one of the pilgrims on this
trip, summed up our feelings
stating, “... my heart was
touched by their beauty, their
s i m p l i c i t y, their happiness
amidst so little, their gratitude,
their pain…Solidarity is cre a t i n g
bridges of understanding and
connection. Walking in solidarity
means allowing all that I have
seen and heard to continue to

touch me so that I will not
miss the occasions when I can
respond and be the face of
God to someone else by my
compassion and willingness to
respond however I can. It is
c a rrying the faces, the experiences
in our heart so that we can
speak, act and share with our
b rothers and sisters. Wa l k i n g
in solidarity may mean
p u rchasing Fair Trade pro d u c t s
and helping others understand
why we do what we do.” 
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By Deacon Mickey Friesen 
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Learn how you can contribute and 
participate in our Global Mission

Please visit our new website: 
www.centerformission.org.
Check out “What’ s New.” 
There’s a Reconciliation Conference 
in November. Don’t miss it!

Save postage, you can now donate 
online by credit card.
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Fair Trade in Nicaragua:
Empowering people with a 
way to step out of poverty
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“ People of faith regularly hear the
message of spreading God’s love.

With Fair Trade, there is a 
tangible way of putting their faith

and love into action!”  

Katie Somerfeld, 
CRS Fair Trade Projects Coordinator 

To learn more visit: www.archspm.org/fair-trade 



This summer, my parish hosted
Dan McNeil, a re t u rned missioner
with the Franciscan Mission serv i c e ,
who spent three years in Siberia,
Russia just after
the fall of the
f o rmer Soviet 
Union. He
spoke about
the challenges
of restoring the
C h u rch and
how the
Russian people
taught him what it means to
make sacrifices and to suffer for
their faith. Since Dan’s re t u rn to 
Minnesota, he has served at
Catholic Charities and now works
with an organization called the 
Peace Maker Foundation pro v i d i n g
tools to help schools addre s s
conflict, bullying and violence.  
When asked what its like for him
“not” being a missioner anymore ,
Dan replied, “Once a missionary,
always a missionary!”  

D a n ’s response resembles the
persistent message of St. Paul.
This special jubilee year marks 
the 2000th anniversary of his
b i rth. Paul’s encounter with
Christ changed the way he
viewed everything. He re a l i z e d
that to be baptized into Christ’s
life also means to be baptized
into Christ’s mission.  

St. Paul teaches that the mission
of the Church is both local and
universal, and that the Body 
of Christ is sent into the world as
a living sign of God’s pre s e n c e .
We proclaim Christ locally by 
the way we live with our families,
our faith communities, our neighbors,
our co-workers, and as faithful
citizens. Wherever we are, we

have the opportunity to be a living
reminder of Christ. Like St. Paul,
who believed the faith of the
Gentiles may inspire the faith of
other communities of his day,
mutual sharing and cooperation
with God’s mission at home and
a b road can liberate the gifts of
all involved and strengthen the
Body of Christ in our time. We
have much to share with the
global family of faith.    

Your generous help and assistance
is very much appreciated. It has
enabled individuals to engage in
the mission experience of St. Paul
at home and abroad. We are
happy to share several stories of
being missionary with you in this
n e w s l e t t e r. During this year of 
St. Paul, may we be inspired to
claim our call to be missionary
once and always. 

“It really opened up my eyes
to another world, diff e rent fro m
my more privileged experience,”
said Randall Popp, member of 
St. Joseph the Worker parish and
q u a rterback at Maple Grove High
School. Randall and fort y - s e v e n
enthusiastic Catholic teens fro m
six parishes in the arc h d i o c e s e
recently re t u rned from a week-
long trip to the Red Lake 
R e s e rvation in nort h e rn
Minnesota. 

This year’s 
m i s s i o n trip to Red
Lake R e s e rv a t i o n
p ro v i d e d a cro s s -
cultural experience
and opportunity to
expand individual
sensitivities by 
sharing with others
t h rough a mixture
of service, learn i n g

and reflection within a close-knit
c o m m u n i t y.  

During the day the teens
worked together building a 
c h i l d re n ’s playground area and 
engaging in activities with the
Anishinaabe children. The evenings
o ff e red an opportunity to hear
Anishinaabe elders share Native
American history and culture.   

The “outer journey” of mission
often opens missioners to inner
g rowth. Larry Stillday, spiritual
leader of the Red Lake band,
challenged the youth to be their
t rue selves, and to avoid society’s
tendency to label and pre s u m e .

“ L a rry ’s words touched me 
d e e p l y,” said Jennifer Pontrelli, of
Blessed Sacrament parish in St.
Paul. “He challenged me to stand
out of my comfort zone of being
the me that everyone expects me
to be. The struggle of finding
myself is not easy, but thanks to
the love and affection I re c e i v e d
f rom everyone and their willing-
ness to be open with our emotions,
I am trying to let people in 
and let my ‘inner me’ shine!”  

Mission experiences like the
trip to Red Lake Reservation have

an amazing
impact on part i c i-
p a n t s and off e r
o p p o rtunities for
i n t e rnal and
e x t e rnal gro w t h .
“I felt like I re a l l y
made a diff e r-
ence in some
p e o p l e ’s lives,
and that I am a
m o re mature ,

w e l l - rounded person,” added
Joanne Stejskal of Blessed
Sacrament parish. “I really like
this change in me.”

Dan McNeil began his journ e y
like many others, setting his
sights on where he wanted to 
go, and ending up at a diff e re n t
destination. Looking back at this
time of his life, he is able to see
how God’s hand was leading him.

Dan went to college to become a
j o u rnalist. To meet a foreign language
re q u i rement he chose Russian. After
four years of Russian language classes,
he looked for a way to practice his
new language, and his love for
travel and studying abroad. He
first explored the Peace Corps,
then Catholic Relief Services. While

neither off e re d
Russian language 
o p p o rtunities, he
was given a mission
re s o u rce catalog
that led him to
the Franciscan 
Mission Serv i c e .
Dan made a
t h ree-year commitment (1992-95)
to work with the Franciscans in
Novosibirsk, Siberia just after the
fall of the former Soviet Union.
Walking with the Russian people in
their re a l i t y, he learned much about
sacrifice and faith. 

R e t u rning home inspired by 
the Franciscan commitment to
peacemaking, Dan wanted to put
into practice his experience and all
he had learned as a lay missioner.
In 1998, Dan and his pare n t s ,
close friends and relatives cre a t e d
a non-profit organization called
the Peace Maker Foundation.  

The foundation’s mission is to
give schools the tools and re s o u rc e s
to teach children how to stop violence,
resolve conflicts and create a safe
place where students can learn and 
reach their potential. The foundat i o n

is one of only eight federated fund-
raising groups in Minnesota and
the only one dedicated to raising
money exclusively for K-12 schools.
The first school to receive the
F o u n d a t i o n ’s support was Tr i n i t y
Catholic School in St. Paul. Curre n t l y
t h e re are 60 partner schools with

75 more on a
waiting list. 

This summer
Dan volunteere d
as a speaker for
the Franciscan
Mission Serv i c e
t h rough our
M i s s i o n a ry

Cooperation Plan. He shared stories
and made an appeal for support 
of the work of the Franciscans.
When asked about his time as a
m i s s i o n a ry, he said, “Once a 
m i s s i o n a ry, always a missionary ! ”
World peace begins within each
one of us wherever we are.   

To l e a rnm o re about Dan McNeil
and the Peace Maker Foundation
visit www. p e a c e m a k e r s i t e . o rg. 
You can also contact Dan 
at 651-285-7087 or at 
d m c n e i l @ p e a c e m a k e r s i t e . o rg.  

“Once a Missionary,
Always a Missionary” 

St. Paul’s Message for Today 
By Deacon Mickey Friesen 

Teens’ Mission Trip leads 
to inner journey

Serving the global mission activity of the Archdiocese of St.Paul and Minneapolis

G ATE (Global Aw a reness T h ro u g h
Experience) sponsored trips:
Venezuela 
J a n u a ry 18-28, 2009
El Salvador 
F e b ru a ry 27-March 8, 2009
Trips being planned through our
o ffice in 2009: Immersion trip to
Palestine and Israel. Youth Immersion
trip to Red Lake Reserv a t i o n .
Parish Leadership team trip 
(possibly to Dominican Republic).
For information contact Mike
Haasl at 651-291-4504 or
K a t h ryn Runman-Zimney at 
6 5 1 - 2 9 1 - 4 4 4 6 .

Trip Immersion inform a t i o n

www.centerformission.org

Each summer the Center for
Mission offers an opportunity for
Catholic youth of the arc h d i o c e s e
to engage in a cross-cultural 
mission experience. The Center
for Mission has intentionally 
chosen to mission with Red Lake
because of St. Mary ’s Catholic
mission and its close proximity to
the Twin Cities. If you know a
youth who would be interested in
this re w a rding growth experience,
please have them call Mike Haasl
at the Center for Mission at 
651-291-4504. 

Hindsight and the Hand 
of God

The first school to receive the
Peace Maker Foundation’s support

was Trinity Catholic School in 
St. Paul. Currently there are 

60 partner schools with 
75 more on a waiting list. 

Dan McNeil (middle) and a student from Cro s s roads 
A l t e rnative High School during a Twins pre-game event

re c o g n i z i n gsome of the schools supported by 
the Peace Maker Foundation.

Altar at Blessed Kateri community in Minneapolis


