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THANK You!!

With Grateful Hearts...
We thank all of our
members and all who
have so generously
shared from their
abundance for the
missions of the world.

“We thank God for you
whenever we think
of you...Phil: 1-4

In The Archdiocese

of Saint Paul and Minneapolis

GLOBAL SOLIDARITY PARTNERSHIPS:

S

A NEW EXPRESSION OF MISSION

By Michael Haasl, Global Solidarity Coordinator Center for Mission

The Church’s mission of spreading the Word of God’s love
for us has not changed for two thousand years. However,
the manner of how the Word is spread to the ends of the
earth does change with time.

Members of the delegation included representatives
from four parishes in the rural southeast part of the
archdiocese, the director of the archdiocesan Rural

Life Office, the editor of the

Spreading Good News to the ends of
the earth necessitates the crossing of
borders: country boundaries, cultural
borders, racial borders, economic
borders, faith borders. One of the
new paradigms of sharing the Good
News of Jesus is that of dialogue with
others on the other side of that
“pborder.” Through dialogue we can
come to know one another, can come
to a deeper recognition of who we are
as a community of children of God,
and can come to a new understanding
of our God and our vocation of love.

A newly emerging expression
of  cross-cultural  mission is
that of mutual partnerships.

In partnerships, each partner speaks
and listens, gives and receives, shares their faith and
learns of the other’s faith. In this new expression of
mission, God is discovered anew, in places that we had
never anticipated His presence before.

For the past two years, the Archdiocese of St. Paul-
Minneapolis has begun to forge a Global Solidarity
Partnership with the Diocese of Kitui, Kenya. For two
weeks this past October, sixteen members of the
archdiocese journeyed to Kitui to further build and
consolidate the partnership.

Kenyan mother with child

archdiocesan  Catholic ~ Spirit
newspaper and three staff members
of the Center for Mission. Shortly
before the journey, Archbishop
Flynn blessed and sent the
delegation.

On the journey the delegation came
to learn a great deal about the
people and the church of Kitui.
The delegation learned that water is
a precious but very scarce resource
in Kitui and watched as people dug
literally fifteen feet below the
surface of the dry riverbeds to
obtain the water which many had to
then carry four or five miles to their
little homes. The delegation heard
stories directly from people with
HIV/AIDS and learned how it is
devastating the social fabric of Kitui, with nearly one
child in three having lost one or both parents to AIDS.
These two concerns were foremost among a host of
others in the Kenyans’ daily struggle to survive.

At the same time, the delegation witnessed that
the people of Kitui have a vibrant Catholic faith
expressed in long, beautiful liturgies which include
captivating dance and rich glorious harmonies.
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MISSION STATEMENT

The Center for Mission exists to bridge the Archdiocese to the Global Mission of Jesus Christ through ministries of
the Pontifical Mission Societies, Mission Education, Leadership Formation and Global Solidarity.







