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The Center for Mission exists to bridge the Archdiocese to the Global Mission of Jesus Christ through ministries of
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runman-zimneyk@archspm.org
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I am pleased to send this contribution to support the mission work of the church.
I wish to:

____Support world wide mission (Propagation of the Faith)
____Support vocations in mission dioceses (St. Peter the Apostle)
____Have ___# Mass(es) said for:  ___________-@ $7/MASS
____Contribute to the Archdiocesan Mission in Venezuela
____Contribute to the Mustard Seed Mission Endowment
____Contribute to the Holy Childhood Association
____Contribute to Catholic Relief Services
____Receive a copy of the Mission Link Newsletter regularly.

Name:   _______________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

City_______________________-State______Zip________Country________ 

Phone___________________    E-mail_______________________________

Please make checks payable to:  

Center for Mission   •   328 W. Kellogg Blvd.   •   St. Paul, MN 55102

Contributions are tax-deductible as provided by law.

“The Church’s mission consists
“essentially in offering people an
opportunity not to ‘have more’
but to ‘be more,’  by awakening
their consciences through the
Gospel…” “In every case,
however, the source of mission
must be charity, and that is also
the criterion for determining its
quality.  “Love, which has been
and remains the driving force of
mission,” is also “the sole
criterion for judging what is to
be done or not done, changed
or not changed.”  Love “is the
principle which must direct every
action, and the end to which that
action must be directed.”

Excerpt from an Encyclical Letter
of Pope John Paul II

‘Redemptoris Missio’

REMEMBER THE MISSIONS IN YOUR ESTATE PLANNING and leave a
legacy of faith that reaches to the ends of the earth. For more
information, contact Deacon Mickey Friesen,  651-291-4445, or
email:friesenm@archspm.org.

- Coming Events -
• June 22 – July 1, 2005 - Immersion Trip to El Salvador – for Religious Educators.

• Sept. 17, 2005 - Venezuelan Mission Event

• Oct. 4-16, 2005 - Nagasaki, Japan

• Oct. 7, 2005 - World-Wide Children’s Holy Hour - Saint Paul Cathedral

• Oct. 8-9, 2005 - Eucharistic Congress at the Saint Paul River Centre

• Oct. 9, 2005 - Benefactor Day

• October 18 – November 2, 2005 - Delegation sent to Kiuti, Kenya -
Archdiocesan partnership

• Oct. 23, 2005 - World Mission Sunday

WORDS OF WISDOM: "The Church, the people of the
new covenant, far from closing in on herself is called to proclaim to the world
the salvation brought by Christ since she must carry on the mission of
Christ... It is from the continuation in the Eucharist of the sacrifice of the Cross
and from communion with the body and blood of Christ that the Church
draws the spiritual strength to fulfill her mission"

- Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the 
Evangelization of Peoples, in his homily at the May 6th Annual 

General Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies.
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During Mother’s Day weekend, I had the privilege of
attending the 55th wedding anniversary of my wife’s
parents.  It was a day of celebrating, remembering, and
renewing relationships.  It was amazing for me to see
first hand how this one couple’s fidelity to marriage had
produced so much life as reflected in the faces of their
siblings, children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

For the Church in mission,
2005 will also be a special
year marking three
anniversaries.  Forty years
ago, as the Second
Vatican Council was
closing, the Church
promulgated the landmark
document, Ad Gentes (To
The Nations), which
addressed the missionary
life of the Church.  It was
there that we heard that
the church is missionary
by her nature.  In other words, the Church at its core
becomes herself as she participates in the mission of
the Trinity.  Thirty years ago, Pope Paul VI published his
Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii Nuntiandi (On
Proclaiming the Gospel), which spoke of the Church as
an evangelizing community that proclaims the Kingdom
of God by saying and doing the things that Jesus said
and did.  And, fifteen years ago, Pope John Paul II
published his Encyclical, Redemtoris Missio (the
Mission of the Redeemer), which declares Jesus Christ
as our universal savior and the essential role of the
Church in being a sacramental sign of God’s presence in
the world.  Taken together, these three documents form
a beautiful and challenging vision for how we, the
Church, are called to be missionary in our day. 

The anniversaries of these three documents offer us an
opportunity to celebrate our missionary nature and call.
It also gives us an opportunity to remember and be
renewed in the fruit that has been born out of this vision.

We are challenged once again to integrate this body of
wisdom in the way we live out our faith personally, as
local faith communities, and as the universal Catholic
Church around the world.  To this end, the Center for
Mission will dedicate a year to celebrating,
remembering and being renewed in Mission beginning
in the Fall, 2005 through Pentecost, 2006.  

Some of the events that
are being planned include:
a celebration of our
Venezuelan Mission on
September 17th and a
mission benefactor day on
September 25th. On
October 7th, a worldwide
holy hour for children will
happen at the Cathedral.
On the weekend of
October 22-23, we will
join with the Church
around the world for the
World Mission Sunday

Celebration.    There are several mission delegations
being planned to visit Kenya, Venezuela, El Salvador,
Mexico, Japan and more!  We also want to highlight and
promote the many wonderful ways that the parishes of
the Archdiocese are engaged in mission.  We will
provide study materials and workshops for parish
groups of all kinds to reflect on their missionary faith.
We also strongly hope this year will be an
encouragement for many to participate in the
Archdiocesan Evangelization Initiative happening in
many parishes.

I hope that as we commit to a year of celebrating,
remembering and renewing ourselves in honor of these
three mission documents, we can give thanks to God for
all that has happened in mission these past 40 years and
be energized to go forth, once again, to all the nations
proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ.

“Bridge Building” by Mickey Friesen
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NOTE:
YOU MAY BE RECEIVING THIS FOR THE FIRST TIME BECAUSE YOUR PARISH IS HIGHLIGHTED. TO CONTINUE RECEIVING
THE MISSION LINK NEWSLETTER, PLEASE LEAVE YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS BY CALLING: 651-291-4451 OR EMAIL US

AT: CURRY-GABELB@ARCHSPM.ORG. THIS WILL NOT PLACE YOU ON ANY OTHER MAILING LIST.
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Benefactor Day
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We wish to express our thanks to all
who generously support our work with mission…

Mark your Calendar!!  for Sunday, October 9, 2005

“Benefactor Day”
Mass and Hors d’oeuvre Social

2:00 p.m. Mass  /  3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Reception
Hosted at St. John the Baptist

835 2nd Ave. NW
New Brighton, MN 55112

Save this date!!
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Sister City Relationship Spurs Christian Heritage Trip to Japan 
The Center for Mission is co-sponsoring a Christian Heritage Tour to Japan this October 4-16.  The trip is part of the commemoration of the 50th year
anniversary of the St. Paul-Nagasaki Sister City relationship.  The purpose of the trip is to give people of the archdiocese an opportunity to come to
understand the church in the Nagasaki area of Japan, from its fascinating roots of the early missionaries and martyrdoms through to today, including
the atomic bombing of Nagasaki, in which the bomb was dropped on the most concentrated Catholic population in all of Japan.   The timing of the tour
is situated to include the third largest and one of the most colorful festivals in all of Japan, Okunchi, as well as a commemoration Mass of the
martyrdom of 20,000 Christians that occurred in 1638.   This rich Christian heritage will be expressed against the backdrop of the spectacularly beautiful
scenery of the Nagasaki area and will include two nights on the Amakusa Islands where the Christians maintained their faith in hiding for over 250
years.  The spiritual advisor of the trip will be Fr. Kieran Nolan, a monk from St. John’s Abbey who has lived at a Benedictine monastery in Japan for
nearly twenty years.  Like other trips that the Center for Mission offers, this will be an opportunity to break perceived barriers between seemingly
different peoples, to see our common humanity and our common faith, and to learn and appreciate the particular way that our common faith is
expressed in a new cultural and historical context.  For more details about the Japanese Christian Heritage Tour, please contact Mike Haasl at
651-291-4504 or at haaslm@archspm.org.  Applications will be accepted until June 30.

Kayla Ann Smith receiving her 1st Place Essay
Contest Award from Rev. Dave Swinghammer, M.M.
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O’MEARA AWARD WINNER!
The Center for Mission was recently informed by the Pontifical Mission Societies of the United States that because of our coverage of World Mission

Sunday in the Catholic Spirit last October, we are receiving the Archbishop Edward T. O’Meara Award for ‘Best Promotion of World Mission Sunday.’

The award was presented in Orlando, FL on May 25, 2005 at the Catholic Media Convocation.   This award honors the collaborative efforts of the Center

for Mission, the Catholic Spirit and the ongoing efforts to promote evangelization in the archdiocese.

Link

MissionLink

Pilgrim deacons return from Venezuela mission with hearts on fire
by Jill Heinemann

Children’s World-Wide Holy Hour 
A Children’s Closing Celebration for the Year of the Eucharist is coming this fall and children of our

archdiocese have been invited to come together at the St. Paul Cathedral on Friday, October 7,

2005, the Feast Day of the Most Holy Rosary, in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and to pray

the Rosary.   A Eucharistic Congress will be held at the Saint Paul River Centre – an event that the

entire Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis is invited to take part in. For more information about

these events, contact the Family, Laity, Youth and Young Adults Office at 651-291-4438. 

In Prayerful
remembrance of
Pope John Paul II

He was a Pope with a
Missionary Heart



GLOBAL SOLIDARITY: DEACON’S ON MISSION    

In January of this year, eleven people from the
Archdiocese of St. Paul-Minneapolis spent ten
days in our archdiocesan mission parish of
Jesucristo Resusitado in Ciudad Guyana,
Venezuela.  Traveling were 5 deacons, 2
diaconate wives, and 4 people representing
archdiocesan parishes interested in
“partnering” with one of the 11 barrios of the
mission parish.

The deacons went because of their “call” to be
servants to the universal church we call
Catholic and the diaconate wives went because
often the ministry done by the deacons is a
couples’ ministry.  The parish reps went as an
outreach of their church’s call to global solidarity.

While in Venezuela, these pilgrims met with the people of the mission parish
and Fr. Greg Shaffer and Fr. Tim Norris, two priests from the archdiocese
who currently serve the mission parish. They also met the Bishop of the
Guyana diocese and three fellow deacons and wives from the Diocese of
Guyana.  They toured the public hospital, the jail, and the local barrio clinics.
They spent time in the barrio chapels and immersed themselves in the
culture and liturgy of the people.  These eleven people spent enough time
with the parish priests and personnel to fall in love with their mission . . .the
mission of bringing human dignity to the people of those barrios.  

Many wonderful things have happened as a
result of this trip.  There was money raised to
buy a house for a family in dire circumstances.
There was money raised to fund the doctor and
nurses that are working with the parish in the
barrio clinics.  There were new relationships
formed between parishes here in the Twin
Cities and the leadership of the church and
barrios in Venezuela and there are pilgrim
deacons that are now preaching about the
mission. 

As a result of the trip even the children have
become involved in mission. One of our local
churches had a penny drive at their school
during Lent for the mission and raised enough

money to buy mattresses for a group of abandoned children that are housed
within the mission boundaries.

These people left with pilgrim hearts and returned with hearts on fire to
spread the word about the vision of our archbishop and our priests in
Venezuela and how the Holy Spirit is working.  It’s a good story, it’s an
exciting story . . . . the Gospel is alive and being preached through the
actions of people willing to reach out and serve.

Deacon Rich and Jill Heinemann led the January trip to Venezuela

Congratulations are in
order for a young woman in
our archdiocese, Kayla Ann
Smith, a 9th grader at St.
Mary in the Heart Home
School in Stillwater, MN,
who recently received the
Maryknoll 1st Place
“Bishop Patrick J. Byrne
Award” along with $1,000
for her essay.  This year’s

theme was “Standing Up, Speaking Out.”  Contestants were asked to
describe a true experience when they or someone they knew stood up for
fairness and justice.  How did people react?  What impact did speaking out
have on the situation and on the person who did it?  The following is an
excerpt from Kayla’s essay:

This real life experience is about a priest who had the courage to stand up
for the rights and privileges of the oppressed natives of Guatemala.
When he was thirty-eight years old, Father Gregory Schaffer, whom I came
to know through a mission trip I was part of to Guatemala in 2003, made
the self-sacrificing journey of walking from St. Paul, Minnesota, to
Guatemala, which is a total of 3,000 miles.  He made this difficult trip for
the sole purpose of raising money to aid his project of helping the poor of
Guatemala…

Fr. Schaffer’s true courage to stand up for the poor of Guatemala was put
to the test, when, in the1980’s, there were armed campaigns pointed at the
natives of Guatemala.  Even though he knew that he could be killed at any
time for helping the indigents of Guatemala, Fr. Schaffer remained with the
people he had come to love…

Through his many acts of charity, which were professed through the very
fact that he was still living with the impoverished of Guatemala, he spoke
plainly and boldly that the poor can not be ignored, and that we are called
to help the less fortunate. ..

Through all of his hard work and perseverance through faith, Fr. Schaffer
has made a great difference in Guatemala and especially in San Lucas
Toliman.  He has founded a hospital, a parish school through which the
students are endeavoring to attain sufficient educations for good jobs, a
reforestation project to keep the environment healthy, a coffee bean market,
which is San Lucas’s largest income, and has led the people of San Lucas
as their pastor for 38 years  Before Fr. Schaffer came, the poor of
Guatemala had been looked down upon, and so their self-esteem had
suffered.  Fr. Schaffer has taught them that they can learn to support
themselves and that we are all equal in God’s eyes as His children.
We should look at Fr. Schaffer as an example of what good we can do when
we listen and respond to God’s call in our lives.  

Congratulations Kayla Ann!!

As a result of the deacon trip to Venezuela, Maria, 
shown here at right with her family, will have a 

much improved living situation.

MISSION EDUCATION: MARYKNOLL STUDENT ESSAY WINNER

Returned Missioners Gather
On Saturday afternoon of April 23, the Center for Mission gathered a group of 28 former missioners from the archdiocese and the St. Cloud diocese at St.
John the Baptist Church in New Brighton. Using the theme “Celebrating the Gift that We Are”, the returned missioners spent time reflecting on their
experience of mission and of returning from mission.   The group was diverse, including priests, religious sisters and lay people, with the ages ranging
from fifteen to eighty.  Everyone agreed that mission often profoundly changes a person’s perspectives and values, especially around time, relationships
and material things.   There was lots of vibrant sharing of the challenges of re-integrating into life back in the States.   We celebrated with a simple supper
and music from various parts of the world.
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is situated to include the third largest and one of the most colorful festivals in all of Japan, Okunchi, as well as a commemoration Mass of the
martyrdom of 20,000 Christians that occurred in 1638.   This rich Christian heritage will be expressed against the backdrop of the spectacularly beautiful
scenery of the Nagasaki area and will include two nights on the Amakusa Islands where the Christians maintained their faith in hiding for over 250
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The Center for Mission was recently informed by the Pontifical Mission Societies of the United States that because of our coverage of World Mission

Sunday in the Catholic Spirit last October, we are receiving the Archbishop Edward T. O’Meara Award for ‘Best Promotion of World Mission Sunday.’
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2005, the Feast Day of the Most Holy Rosary, in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and to pray

the Rosary.   A Eucharistic Congress will be held at the Saint Paul River Centre – an event that the
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