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REMINDER
Sunday October 9th

The 1st Annual
Benefactor’s Day

2:00 p.m. Mass with
Archbishop Flynn &
Reception following at
St. John the Baptist in
New Brighton !!

We want to
thank you personally!!!

REMEMBERING = CELEBRATING
MISS

Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis

When one passes by the main entrance of the Cathedral
of St. Paul it's hard to miss the spectacular rose window
and the phrase, in Latin, inscribed into the stone arc
above from Matthew 28 which is translated, “Go teach all
nations.” When you enter the Cathedral and walk behind
the sanctuary, you enter the area known as the “Hall of
Nations”. This hall, with its statues of patron saints of
many countries of Europe and the
British Isles, gives one a glimpse
into the amazing diversity of
peoples and languages and
cultures that settled this land that
we now know as the Archdiocese
of St. Paul and Minneapolis.

The life of the Archdiocese is lived
in our parishes and to understand
the history of our parishes is to
recognize that culture, ethnic
background and place of national
origin have played a significant role
in their identity and development.
Historian Deacon Scott Wright
says in his history of the
Archdiocese: “This can be seen in the rural parishes
founded in the earliest days to serve French or Irish or
other ethnic communities, and the ‘national’ parishes
(including African American and Hispanic) of the early
urban experience. It can also be seen in the more recent
development of parishes to serve Korean, Hmong,
Vietnamese and other more recent ethnic
constituencies.”

Since the time of Vatican Il, there has been a greater
appreciation and respect for a person’s place or context
or worldview. It is important to translate, or inculturate,
the Gospel message in such a way that it can be received
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Go Teach AIll Nations

“Bridge Building” by Deacon Mickey Friesen, Director Center for Mission

by people of many walks of life. At the same time, the
Gospel will always have a “counter-cultural” edge to it
that calls all of us and all cultures to conversion.

| was recently at a gathering of a delegation from our
Archdiocese preparing to travel to Kitui, Kenya in Africa to
visit our partners there. At the meeting we were introduced
to the image of an iceberg as a way
of understanding the challenge of
meeting persons of a different
culture. It is said that only about
10% of an iceberg is visible above
the water. 90% of its substance is
underwater. In the same way, only
about 10% of our cultural values
and worldview are visible to our
awareness. It is only when the two
icebergs, or two contrary cultures,
meet that we experience the deeper
values. This clash of cultures can
threaten us or it can lead us to
growth and understanding. The
meeting of different cultures in faith
offers a great opportunity for self
awareness and greater appreciation of differing (not right
or wrong) and equally valid ways of seeing the world.

To be a missionary Church today still means to be able
to teach all nations. It means being able to walk in the
shoes of another so that we might share God’s word in a
language and a style that is understandable to our
hearers. Our Archdiocese is rooted in a history of unity
in diversity. We tap into our deepest identity when we
are willing to reach out and welcome and learn from the
many parts that form the Body of Christ in our local
Church and prepare us to reach beyond ourselves in love
and service to the world.

MISSION STATEMENT

The Center for Mission exists to bridge the Archdiocese to the Global Mission of Jesus Christ through ministries of
the Pontifical Mission Societies, Mission Education, Leadership Formation and Global Solidarity.
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ORIGINS OF LAY MISSIONER’S COMMITMENT
DERIVED FROM PARISH PARTNERSHIP

Shannon Callahan from St. Michael’s Parish in Prior Lake
had a really fine life in the Twin Cities. A registered nurse,
Shannon loved to care for newborns in the neonatal
intensive care unit at Children’s Hospital in St. Paul.
However, last winter she left her family, her friends and
the job she loved to become a lay missioner. She will
return to people that she has also come to love—in Peru.

Shannon Callahan
- picture courtesy
of Comboni lay
Missioner Team

Shannon visited Peru several times through the Sister
Parish relationship between St. Michael’s and Our Lady
of Perpetual Help in Chimbote, Peru. It was through
those personal visits to Peru that Shannon felt led to deepen her
relationships with the people of Peru as a lay missioner. She recently wrote
during those trips...

“Though I knew little Spanish, the people warmly welcomed me into their
homes and lives. The people are poor but rich in spirit and it is this spirit

that set my heart on fire. It is the spirit of the people and their struggle to
forge ahead despite adversity that draws me back to Peru. I'm not doing
this in order to rescue or save the poor, but to learn from them and work
with those who suffer from injustices in the world.”

Shannon noted, “I will be forever grateful to the Sister Parish Committee
at the Church of St. Michael in Prior Lake for introducing me to the
people of Peru.” Shannon will be part of a six-member Comboni Lay
Missioner team who will live and work in Alto Trujillo, Peru, a large city in
northern Peru, where thousands of desperate, materially poor families
come to build a home and look for work. Shannon has just finished four
months of intensive language training in Bolivia and now begins her
mission assignment in Alto Trujillo.

For more information about becoming a lay missioner or other short-term
mission opportunities please contact Mike Haasl at the Center for Mission,
651-291-4504 or haaslm@archspm.org.

Call to Missionary Service the Work of the Holy Spirit @"3‘;

Maryknoll ~ Lay Missioner  from
Annunciation parish in Minneapolis,
Meghan Merrinan, will be attending a
4-month  orientation  school at
Maryknoll, NY followed by language
school in Africa before she begins her
3-year commitment in Tanzania. Many
people have asked Meghan why she was
going to do mission work with the Church for the next few years of her life?
In short, her answer would be the Holy Spirit!!  The following are excerpts
from a talk she gave at her “Sending Mass” at Annunciation Parish just before
leaving for New York.

Meghans Merrinan stops by for a visit with
the Center for Mission staff members.

. As a teenager, | was blessed with the opportunity to participate in an
exceptionally strong parish youth group, under the leadership of an
outstanding team of youth ministers...At age sixteen, | ventured down to the

Kitui Update

state of Mississippi, embarking on my first service/mission trip. The
experiences of that one week opened my eyes to a whole new world. Poverty
became something tangible; my faith became something organic; and |
sensed that the two were intrinsically intertwined. ... In my junior year of
college at St. John's/St. Ben’s, | spent a semester in Central America, living
with host families in Nicaragua and Costa Rica. | learned a new language a
new culture, and a new sense of purpose and relationships. Solidified through
my internship, | knew that | was meant to volunteer in a third-world country,
to seek community among the poorest of the poor... And, now | have chosen
Maryknoll. Maryknollers seek to live like Jesus, full of compassion, sharing
the Gospel through their actions rather than mere words. ...On this journey
of life, I trust that God is with me and that the path He is calling me to venture
on winds through millions of blessed moments. ...Our world has so many
prayers to be answered, and | want to offer my hands and feet for God to do
so. | suppose my present commitment to go to Africa is just part of my desire
to always say yes to the invitations of the Holy Spirit...”

Partnership Delegation Prepares to Leave for Kitui, Kenya

Peter Kimeu of Kenya made
friends with some of the folks
of Deanery Six during a Kitui

delegation visit last August.

A delegation of sixteen from the Archdiocese of St. Paul-
Minneapolis has been busily preparing to visit the Diocese
of Kitui, Kenya, from October 18 - November 1.

The delegation visit is part of a global solidarity partnership
that is developing between the two dioceses.
The fundamental purpose of this first visit to Kitui is to get
to know the people of the Kitui Diocese, their day-to-day
lives and their faith lives, and to clarify hopes and
expectations of each partner in the relationship, and to
finalize a Common Mission Statement for the partnership.
The partnership commenced in January of 2004.

Part of the preparation for the visit has included learning
about the cultures of Kenya, learning a little of the language,

reflecting on their hopes for the trip, the partnership and
getting their vaccinations!

The group will be blessed and sent out by Archbishop Flynn
on October 1, the feast day of Therese of Lisieux, the
patroness of missions.

Last August, Bishop Boniface Lele and several priests and
one religious sister from Kitui visited a number of the
parishes of Deanery Six. Catholic Relief Services has been
assisting with the building of the partnership.

“I'm getting so excited to visit and to get to know the people of
Kenya in a deeper way!” said Janie Carlson, a member of the
delegation from St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Hastings.
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SR. TIERNEY TRUMAN REFLECTS ON 30 YEARS OF MISSIONARY LIFE IN BOGOTA, COLOMBIA

1. Tell us about your family of origin and your call to mission?

| grew up in Delano, MN, was a student at St. Peter's Catholic school
through 8th grade, and then graduated at Delano Public High School. The
Rochester Franciscan Sisters staffed our school, so that is how | came to
know the Franciscans. Church and religion were important parts of our
lives. My Dad was killed in a car-train accident when | was 9 years old.
Mom kept the image of my Dad alive for us in many
ways, and most of all, reminded us that God was always
with us. | remember believing as a young child, that |
had a call to religious life however, | was a bit of a high-
energy, try-anything-once kind of child/student, so |
was not exactly encouraged to consider religious life. As
a senior, | flew to St. Louis, MO, to have an interview
with the Medical Mission Sisters, as | wanted to study
medicine. | began my studies in pre-med at the
University of Minnesota and two years later, | entered
the Rochester Franciscans.

2. How long have you served, where have you lived
and in what capacity did you serve?

| taught for 9 years in St. Francis parish school in
Rochester, MN, teaching junior high science, religion,
music and other subjects. Persons from that parish
pack medical goods weekly, and | receive a great
amount of those items to help us in our health
ministry here in Bogota. When | was a junior novice | was assigned to
pack and label and send many items to our Sisters in Bogota who had
just arrived here in late 1962, responding to the call of Pope John XXIII,
asking North American religious to come and work in the Church in
Latin America, especially in the field of education. Our Sisters were
invited to staff a school owned by the Curia, a secretarial school for
girls. | am grateful to this day for the vision of those women, who
quickly realized that the real need was to prepare young women for the
university. That parent school is also the base for our extensive ministry
among the poor. It was during this time of novitiate that | felt the call to
go to Latin America. | honestly felt called to work in Peru, and that was
30 years ago! | taught English as a second language, religion and
science here in our pre-kindergarten through senior high school for
seven years. Then | served as principal for 13 years, and for the past
10 years | have served as the coordinator of the mission, which is
comprised of two schools and an extensive health ministry.

3. What have you learned from other cultures?

| have learned that there are a variety of ways of looking at the same
reality - all equally valid! That some of the "values" that we consider
important, e.g., efficiency, are not as important as others. In our
Columbian Mission, people are ALWAYS first. Time is not an absolute, it
is a relative value. | have learned that faith is what is important, whether
you celebrate in a more liturgical form, or a devotional form. Colombians
are a DEEPLY FAITH-FILLED people, and give expression to that in many
ways. | have learned that it is in our differences that we mutually enrich
one another, and that difference does not have to divide us.

Sr. Tierney Truman - picture courtesy of
Rochester Franciscan Sisters

4. How has mission life affected You and what changes have you seen?
| have lived through the black market passage from emeralds, to
cocaine and now, heroin. | have experienced, personally, in a variety
of forms, the insidious, destructive growth of systematic violence in
this country and the devastating effects of this violence for so many.
Today, 64% of the population live below the poverty level, over 50%
are children and youth under 18. 60% of the
families are single-parent mothers. Perhaps | can
summarize by saying that | know that | am MUCH
MORE aware of how every action of mine affects the
lives of others, and | do not live in an isolated way
from this reality, as | know | would have, had | not
had the opportunity to live and share life in another
culture.

5. Where has your journey brought you today?
Today, | am very grateful for the incredible privilege that
is mine, in having lived and served and RECEIVED so
much in these past 30 years in Bogota. | know that
working with others (community!) one is able to
respond to many difficult challenges, and find ways to
work for basic life services, e.g. education and health
care and nutrition, for the economically poor, thus,
being a source of life and hope for them, EMPOWERING
THEM TO TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEIR LIVES.

6. Wisdom for those considering mission service?

GO FOR IT!!' Beg God, in prayer, to give you the insight and courage to
accept the challenge that life in another culture can give you. Do not
think about what YOU are going to give; rather, ask God to open your
heart to receive whatever God would wish to GIVE you in this
experience. Become a part of some group, community. Know that you
ARE able to respond to a call to mission. Make a commitment!

7. What has missionary service taught you about the meaning of the
Gospel and the Church?

My ministry here in Bogota has taught me that Jesus truly is a part of
the lives of many, and His Presence is visible in MANY ways! | have a
much deeper awareness of every person being MY sister or brother in
Jesus. Exposure to persons living our liberation theology — priests,
religious, laity — many who have suffered persecution, torture and
death, because of their commitment to the poor — has helped me
understand what St. Francis meant when he said to Leo, “It is never
enough.” As long as there is any form of domination that oppresses
people, we must continue to struggle for the social justice that alone will
bring peace. | have witnessed in many ways, the terrible sufferings that
are wrought on others because of economic, social and political
injustices, and Jesus calls us to “have life, and have it in abundance,”
and | believe that is what must be our challenge if we are faithful
followers of Jesus.

**Many thanks to Sr. Tierney for sharing her very inspiring story with our readers.



